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Bout ſixx Months ſince, 


PREFACE. 
notwithſtanding the diſ* 


A col age ments of my E- 


ducation , my poor Eſtate, and 
almoſt deorepil old Age 3 IT ad- 
ventured to give a plain and ho- 
eſt arcount, as in the I 
of God, of ſuch things, as up- 
on mature conſideration ſeemed 
to me of great uſe towards my 
having peace of mind in this 
World, and aſſurance of happi- 
neſs in that which is to come © 
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and whicheT therefore thought 
might alſo be in like manner. be- 
rrefictal to others. At that time 
T made my ſelf a Debter , by 
promiſing that 1f I found any 
good done by my attempt , I 
would offer ſome other things 
to my Generation, and be far- 
ther a Fool for Chriſts ſake. 
In reference whereto being 
made to believe , that what was 
then written , has b&n by Gods 
grace uſeful unto divers poor 
Souls 5; in this third Edition, 
T have thought fit to ſpeak unto 
the Reader by way of Preface , 
and in the firſt place to adviſe 
him, that if he ſeeks for learn- 
ed enticing words of mans 
Wiſdom 5 or if he deſire to 
maintain @ SeF or Party , by 
having mens perſons in admi- 


ration, 
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ration, ( thoufh they were as 
Paul, Apollos, or Cephas , the 
moſt powerful Preachers, or 
gifted men in Prayer) or indeed 
labours to be any thing beſides 
a Chriſtian, he would look elſe- 
where , and not trouble himſelf 
with reading this Book, 2. Ir 
the ſecond place 1 have to ad- 
z10niſh him 3 that he wouldread 
and conſider the whole Book to- 
gether , before he judges of any 
part of it. 3. And thirdly, That 
if bis condition be not that of 
a Husbandman , ſuch as mine 

#* , and thoſe 1 immediately 
ſpeak unto , yet that he will 

not think himpelf therefore un- 

concerned in the Duties which 

are laid down : but know that 

in all likelihood , he 3s ſome- 

what more concerned than they * 
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for inflancg}, *a Handicraft, 
Tradeſman, or Shop-Keeper, has 
generally more leiſure for read- 
ing and prayer, and better op- 
portunities of retiring into pri- 
wacy in order to thoſe duties , 
tha the poor Conntry-man has 3 
and we \are taught that to 
whom much is given, of them 
much will be required 3 be- 
ſides , in Cities and Towns 
where Tradeſmen moſily dwell, 
there is more lieht and hnow- 
tedge, than in the dark Corners 
of the Nation where the Huſ- 
bandiman lives : and he that 
knows his Maſters will and 
doth it not , ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes 3 when he 
who knew It not ſhall be 
beaten with few. 4. 72 the 
laſt ae , -# would have the 
Reader 


The Preface. 
Reader to confrdeRn, that he 
then profits by the reading 


of this and other Books , not 


when he has learnt ſomething 
which he did mot know be- 
fore 5 but when he is preſwa- 
ded to do ſome Duty, which 
he did not do before : and 
of this there needs no far- 
ther proof than what T ſaid 
but now of their e(tate y who. 
knew their Lords will and 
did it not, and that ſajing. 
of the 4poſile , that the De- 
vils do believe, and yet are 
Devils ſtill > nay ſhall have 
greater dammation for that - 
their kuowledee : for hows- 
ever at our Aſſazes the Male» 
faGor eſcapes for his Clergie, 
and hill 1n reading < at the 
great Day of Judgment the pro- 

5 Ceeaulngs. 
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ceedings offGod will be quite © 


contrary 3 aud he who ſinned 
againſt moſt light, ſhall be- ? 
 yond others be caſt into r.ter 
darkneſs. 
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SeF, 1. Ama poor Huſband- 
| man , and many 

times heretofore 

Cin the days of my (ſtrength ) 
have upon occaſtuns, help't 
fundry of my Neighbours, at 
day- 


| 
ſ 
+ 
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day-workFand now, that my 
Children are grown up in no 
better condition than that of 
a Renter on a Farm, which I 
manage by their labour and 
my own : Yet bred up, I bleſs 
my God, not only to read, but 
to write alſo, and over and 
above to ſome ſmattering in 
Learning, as having been once 
deſigned to be a poor Scholar 
in the Univerſity. For my ho- 
neſt Father, ſeeing many ways 
and many times the great in- 
conveniencies in himſelf of 
being illiterate , took great 
care to prevent them 1n us his 
Children 3 and being I conld 
read. a little more diſtinaly 
and readily than any of my 
Briauthers and Siſters r421oh maſt 
fg ' obo, 7-2 * reads 

and +4 


> 
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and I obſerving pleaſed 
with it , had the grace more 
and more to pleaſe him in this 
way, and in plealing him, very 
much to benefit my ſelf , as 
fince I have found : for in his 
hearing at leiſure times, the 
Winter-night times eſpecially, 
I read over not only the ſingle 
and double Pſalter, but the 
whole Bible alſo more than 
once 5 and thereby got into 
my head, even when I thought 
of no fach matter, the whole 
Hiſtory in a manner of that 
Sacred Book, to my great de- 
light, as well as L_ Ever 
lince. 

Sed. 2. The means, which, 
being the third Brother, Was 
left me by my Father at his 
Death , together with that, 

which 
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which by @&ds bleſſing upon 
my honeſt labours, I have hi- 
therto enjoyed, was and 1s ve- 
ry. ſmall. But fuch as it was 
and 1s, IT have been always re- 
ſolved , by Gods Grace , to 
make 1t ſerve, and to live un- 
der it too; which thing I have 
ever done, I thank my God 
moſt heartily. And fo have 
ſpent my days in great peace 
and quietneſs. For when now 
I write this, I have almoſt 
finiſhed the ſixty fifth year of 
my life. And, becauſe I ſeem 
to my ſelf to have gained, el- 
peciaily in my later time, ſome 
good Experiments as to right 
believing and godly walking, 
fach as may perhaps be uſe- 
fal to my Children and Neigh- 


bours , when I am gone; I 
have 


? 
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have thought goody after due 
advice, here to ſet them 
down : and in the firſt place, 
to mind my ſelf as well as 
them, How I came to a reſolu- 
tion and ſetlement of my mind, 
in the ſeveral differences . 


which now pals, 1n matters of © 


Faith. 

SeF, 23. For in theſe laſt 
thirty years of my Age, by 
reaſon of the troubles and di- 
{trations amongſt us, I have 
had many doubts about my 
Religion 3 and, Fool that I 
was ! thought, by hearing and 
ſeeing what every party could 
ſay for themſelves, to have 
ſeen where had been moſt 
truth, and there to have fixed. 
But clean contrary to my ex- 
pectation , by this means I be- 

came 


we 
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came morearfiletled than ever. 
And no marvel ; For how 
ſhould I, being but one, and no 
way en2bled by Education to 


ſearch to the battom of ſuch. 


differences? How , I ſay, 
ſhould ſuch a ſimple man as I, 
be able to judgeand determine 
of them? Sometimes I thought 
of applying my ſelf to Mini- 
ſters and Church-men : But 
they, I ſaw'\, were divided a- 
mong themſelves, as much, nay 
more than any. And, it ſo 
happening, that in the Pariſh 
where I was a Renter about 
four and twenty years ago, 
there were two at one and the 
{ſame time; theoneanold man, 
ejected as a Malignant 3 and 
another youngerly Gentleman 


of the preibyterian way, who 
was 


cm 
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was ſetled in his place by the 


Committees 3 I ſaw clearly,that 
to go to either of theſe, was 


| Not to reſolve my doubts, but 


to increaſe them 3 or elſe, by 
a blind ſubmiffion of my un- 
derſtanding, to put an unrea- 
{onable end to them, Inſtead 
therefore of this way, I began 
to confer with my Neigh- 
bours, and thoſe of the ſame 
condition with my ſelf, But 
T ſoon ſaw my Errour, for none 
of us well underſtanding the 
things that we talkt of, we 
wearied our ſelves to no pur- 
poſe, and in the end fell on 
quarfeiling one with another, 
very unbeccmingly and ve- 
ry dangerouſly. And I re- 
member very well, how that 


towards the end of the War. 
[ 
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I happeniaf to talk with the 
Miiler of our Town , who 
called himſelf an Independent, 
about the Congregational 
Way, as he termed it 5 and 
ſeeming to the By-ſtanders to 
be more in the right than he 3 
without any more ado , this 
my good Neighbour ſtrikes 
me over the face, ſaying, The 
T ord rebuke thee and thy carnal 
reaſoning 5 and lo left me, Be- 
ing, asI ſay, thus diſappointed 


of my hopes of benefiting my 


ſelf by Conference with m 
Neighbours, I fel] next, as far 
as my little (tock would reach, 
to buy the Books that came 
out; and, where that failed, 
to borrow them. But here [I 
was more confounded than 
ever; finding new differences 
ſtarted, 
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ſtarted, that I never dream't 
of, and obſerving my ſelf ſtill. 
inclined to be of his Opinion, 
that I read laſt, Which made 
It plain to me, that I ſhould ne- 
ver have done my doubting, 
ti}] I had done with my read- 
ing. Being in this pcrplexity, 
I in great diſcontent laid afide 
all my Books.except my Bibles 
and fel] diligently, as I could 
get time from my work in the 
Week-days, and eſpecially on 
the Lords-day, to the reading 
of that ; Ever when I met pla- 
ces of remarkable concern» 
ment to me in my condition , 
writing them down by them- 
ſelves in a paper , that after- 
wards I might the better con- 
fider of them. But though I 
reſolved to confine my felf 


wholly 
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wholly ta the Bible , yet ha- 
ving heard of a Book called, 
The whole Duty of Man , and 
that that Book was deſigned 
for the uſe of private Families, 
I reſolved to look into it, and 
was reſolved after peruſal to 
keep it, becaule that it did all 
along, without engaging me to 
any party, only call upon me 
to the univerſally acknowledg- 
ed Duty of Picty and Vertue 5 
and as I hear, That that Book 
is ſo very full, that the moſt 
Learned do admire it, ſo I do 
find this benefit, that the mean- 
eſt may underſtand it. 

SeF. 4. The places, which 
at firſt I took eſpecial - notice 
of, and which encouraged me 
to a more diligent inquiry , 
were theſe 3 John 5. verſe 39. 


Search 
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Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal. 
life , and they are they which 
teſtifie of me. 2 Tim. 3. v. 15, 
16, 17. From a Child thou 
haſt known the holy Scriptures , 
which are able to make thee wiſe 
unto ſalvation, through Faith, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſws. All 
Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God , and is profitable for 
Do@Grine , for reproof. for cor- 
reFjon, for inſtrudion in Righ- 
#eouſneſs 3 that the man of God 
may be perfe@ , throughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works. Joh. 
7. V. 16, 17. Jeſus anſwered 
and ſaid, My DodGrine is not 
mine, but his that ſent me. 1 
any man will do hiewill, he ſhall 
Rnow of the DoGrine, whether 
zt be of God, And James 1.5. 


if 
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If any man lack wiſdom, let hine 
ak of God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, and aupbraideth not , 
and it ſhall be given him. A- 
gain, Mat. 18. v.2, 3,4. Jeſus 
called a little Child unto bin , 
and ſet him in the midſt of 
them, and ſaid , verily I ſay 
unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children : 
ye ſhall not enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Whoſoever 
therefore ſhall humble himſelf 
as this little Child , the ſame is 
om in the Kingdom of Hea- 


ver. Having choſen out thele | 
aforeſaid Scriptures, I ſeemed 


to my felf to be in a certain 
and dire way to ſatisfaction ; 
the word of truth telling me, 

that if [ ſearcht the Scriptures, 


in them I might have Eternal 
Life 3 
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Life 3 be wiſe unto Salvation, 
be perfe&t and throughly fur- 
niſh't to all good works; el- 
pecially, if by a holy Conver- 
ſation I did the will of God, 
for then I ſhould know of the 
Dodrine 3 and alſo did pray 
to God for Wiſdom , for it 1s 
ſaid , that it ſhould be given 
me ; and alſo did bring the 
humble temper of a Child, for 
it is ſaid, That of ſuch 7s the 
Kingdom of God, and he that 
fo humbles himſelf, ſhall be 
greateſs in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

SeF.5. Accordingly ſetting 
my ſelf to walk as cloſely, as 
I could, to God in Duty, and 
humbling my ſelf before him, 
putting aſide, as much as poſſi- 
bly I could, all prepofleſſion of 
Opinions 
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Opinions or Parties, and ma- 
king my earneſt Prayer, That 
he, who revealed to Babes 
thoſe Myſteries , which were 
hid from the wiſe and prudent 
(and who was pleaſed to make 
the firſt diſcoveries of his co- 
ming into the World to poor 
Shepherds, and afterwards 
made Fiſhermen his Apoſtles ) 
to ſhew me alſo his light and 
his truth, and dire my.goings 
in the way. 

SeF. 6. I proceeded there- 
fore very diligently in reading 
of the Scriptures, ſtill obſer- 
ving my former courſe.of no- 
ting down in paper ſuch places, 
as ſeemed likely to contribute 
to the ſetlement of my mind. 
Among which , none made a 


deeper impreſhon on me, than 
thoſe 
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thoſe which expreſt the tem- 
per of the Goſpel, and difpen- 
{ation of the Doqrine of It 5 
as Epheſ” 6. 19. where it is 
called , The Goſpel of Peace. 
Matth. 22. 37, 38, 29. Thox 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart , and with all ” 
oul, _ with all thy flrenoth 5 
po # the firſt and fc + 
mandment 5 And the ſecond is 
like unto it , Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe 
two Commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets. Rom, 
12. 8. He that loveth another, 
hath fulfilled the Law. For this, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſhalt 
| mot kill, Thou ſhalt not bear 
F- - falſe witneſs > Thou ſhalt not co- 
7 vet; and if there be any other 
B Cor 
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Commandment , it is briefly 
comprehended in this , namely, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Love worketh no 
evil to his neighbour 5 thereſore 
Love is the fulfilling of the 
Law. 1 Joh. 2. 10. He that lo- 
weth his brother, abjdeth in the 
light, and there is none occaſion 
_ of ſtumbling in him. Joh. 14. 
27. Peace I leave with you, my 
peace IT give unto you 5 Not as 
the World giveth, give TI un- 
to you. Joh. 13. 34. 4 new 
Commandment TI give unto you, 
that ye love one another, as I 
have loved. you, that ye alſo love 
one another. By this ſhall all 
zen know, that ye are my Diſ- 
ciples , if ye have love one to 
another. Heb. 12. 14. Follow 
peace with all men and holj- 


zeſs, 


- 
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weſs , without which" no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. Rom. 16. 
17. IT beſeech you, brethren, 
mark them which canſe diviſt- 
ons and offences contrary to the 
doFrine which ye have learned, 
and avoid them. For they that 
are ſach ſerve not our Lord Je. 
ſas Chriſt , but their own belly 3 
and by good words and fair 
ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the 
ſimple. AQ. 2. 1. |The multi- 
tude of Believers are deſcribed 


'to be with one accord in one 


place, v. 46. They continued 
daily with one accord in the 
Temple. Joh. 18. 20. I ſpake 
openly to the World, T ever 
taught in the Synagogue and in 
the Temple, whither the Jews al- 
ways reſort, aud in ſecret have 
I ſaid nothing. Matth, 24. 24. 

B 2 There 
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There ſhall ariſe ſalſe Chrgits, 
and falſe Prophets, and ſhall 
ſhew great ſigns and wonders, 
&c. Wherefore, if they ſhall 
ay uvto you, Behold he 7s in 
the deſart, go not forth : Behold 
he is in the ſecret chambers, 
believe it not. Jude v.18, 19. 
There fhall be mockers in the 
Lat times, who ſhall walk after 
their own ungodly luits ; theſe 
be they , who ſeparate them: 
ſelves , ſenſual, having not the 
Spirit. Heb. Io. 23. Let ws 
bold fait the profeſſion of our 


Faith without wavering, @*c. 


not forſaking the aſſembling of + 


our ſelves together , as the man- 
ner of ſome js. Joh. 1o. 4. 
When the Shepherd putteth forth 
his own ſheep , he goeth before | 

ther, and the ſheep follow him, + 


for 
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for they hnow his voiee 5 and 4 
ranger will they not follow, 
but will flge from him, for they 
keow not the woice of ſtrangers. 
Matth. 7. I5. Beware of falſe 
Prophets, which come to you in 
ſheeps cloathing , but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves. 2 Tim. 
3. I. Is the lat days perillows 
times ſhall come. For men ſhall 
be lovers of themſelves, &c. ha- 
wing a form of godlineſi, but 
denying the power thereof ; 
from ſuch turn away. For of 
this fort are they , which creep 
znto houſes , and lead Captive 
fully women laden with (ins , ted 
away with divers luſts. 1 Joh. 
2.19. They went out from us, 
but they were not of us. For if 
they had been of #5, they would 

20 doubt heave continued with 25 c 
52 But. 
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But they -went out *, that they 
might be made manifest , that 
they were not all of us. Heb. 13. 
17. Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and ſubmit your ſelves, 
for they watch for . your ſouls. 
Heb. 5:4. No man tuketh this 
hononr to himfelf, but he that is 
called of God , as was Aaron. 
Rom. 1o. 11. How fhall they 
believe in him, of whom they 
have not heard 2 and how ſhall 
they hear without a Preacher 2 
and how ſhall they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent ? 1 Cor. 12. 
28. God hath ſet ſome in the 
Church, firſt Apoſiles , ſeconda- 
rily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, 
@*c. are all Apoſiles £ are all 
Prophets © are all Teachers 2 
SeF. 7. Thele Scriptures 
being thus placed together 3 
which, © 
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which, whebher it happen'd by 
chance, or by ſome more dil- 
cerning cauſe , I ſhall not 1n- 
quire3 But ſure I am, upon the 
ſerious reading them over up- 
on a Sabbath-day in the Even- 
ing, I ſeemed to ſee much light 
given in to me towards the 
clearing of thoſe doubts, 
wh:ch for a long time had per- 
plext and troubled me; which 
when I perceived, I read them 
over many and many times, 
{till obſerving ſome new mat- 
ter of profit, which I diſco- 
| vered not before ; and there» 
fore I carried my paper about 
me, ever and anon, as I could 
get leiſure from my work, 
both at home and in the field, 
looking over it, and medita- 
ting upon it, 

B 4 Sed, 


' our ſays, 
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SeF. $8. From. thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which expreſs the Gol- 
pel temper to be Peace, and 
Love, and Unity 5 I ſoon col- 
lected, that the way to advance 
Chriſtian truth, was not likely 
to be by diſputing and quar- 
relling, much leſs by fighting 
and killing : Nay loving one 
another, being grven for ſo 1n- 
fallible a mark, that our Sav1- 
All zen ſhall know 
his Diſciples by it 5 from 
thence I took up a (tedfaſt re- 
ſolution, to ſecure my own in- 
tereſt at leaſt in this reſpe&, 
to trouble no body with my 


own Opinions , nor diſquiet 


them for theirs, unleſs hapiy 
they firſt ſhould attempt upon 
me. Por then I never fail to 
{ay what I can for the TR, 
an 


— 
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and for the walking of me and 
others according to them 53 
This particularly 5 That he, 
who hath the Laws of his ſide, 
hath always ſomething of true 
Religion to alledge for him- 
ſelf : for inſtance, Roxe. 13. 
Let every Soul be ſabje@ unto 
the higher Powers, &c. and Heb. 
13. 17. Obey them that have 
the rule over you, &*c. 

 Se@. 9. From the advice, to 
mark them who cauſe diviſt-- 
ons. and to avoid them; I did 
ſet my ſelf to conſider, how it 
came about , That, whereas 
heretofore there was great 
Unity among Neighbours, and 
conſent in matters of Reli- 
gion, now on the contrary, 
there was ſo much ſtrife and 
diſſention both in publick and 
B 5 private 
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private, It was manifeſt 
enough , that the ſpeaking 
againſt the former ſetlement , 
and endeavouring to make al- 
terations in the Church and 
State, were the occaſion of 
theſe diviſions : And there- 
fore that they, who were 
active herein, did cauſe them 
beyond all doubt, and were 
the perſons, who according to 
the Apoſtles direction were to 
be avoided : that is, The Pre- 
ciſians and Puritans , as they 
were heretofore called , and 
now Sectaries and Fanatiques, 
But on the contrary , obſerv- 
ing theſe tobe a ſort of Godly 
men, and who were painful in 
the Miniſtry, and zealous for 
Reformation 3 I was a lon 
time ſtagger'd , how poſlibly 
| fuch 


ro 
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ſuch precious men ſhould fall 
under the remaining deſcripti” 
on of the Apoltle , that they 
ſerved not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , but their own belly. 
And in this difficulty I remain- 
ed, till my bargain proving too 
hard, I was forced to look out 
for another 3 and happened to 
take a Farm in a Pariſh, where 
the Benefice was not ſcanda- 
lous, and where the Miniſter 
could not be ſo 3 I mean, the 
Means being no more than 
what the Lay-Parſon would 
allow, The Miniſter, who was 
then there, was fuffered toread 
the Common-Prayer every 
Sunday, and was not troubled 
and ejected for ſo-doing. For 
by Gods wonderful good Pro- 
yidence, thus there it fell out. 
In 
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In the beginning of the year 
42. The Curate of the place 
deceaſing, the Impropriatour, 
being a wealthy , and withal 
a very honeſt man , and one 
that with his Family feared 
God with all his heart, was re- 
folved by Gods grace to have 
a man of Parts, as well as Piety, 
to be his Curate ; and to that 
purpoſe , having a very good 
Farm 1n the Pariſh, beſides the 
Parſonage, declared his refo- 
lution to allow towards wor- 
thy ſerving of, the Cure , be- 
fides the Parſonage-houſe and 
Gardens, and Orchards, ful] 
forty pounds per annum, 
without any deduction or pay- 
ments at all. God direqed 
him to a man, who every way 
hath anſwered, and ſti]] doth 


anſwer 


_— 
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anſwer his godly defjresz One, 
who having all along found 
his Patron and Pariſh moſt firm 
and reſpetful to him, being, 
ſince the Kings Return, offered 
a much better Living by the 
Biſhop, thought fitteſt to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, and to continue 
his ſtation. Which the wor- 
thy Biſhop did, it ſeems, take 
ſo well, that ſince, he hath g1- 
ven him a dignity to his Cu- 
racy 3 and all now here is juſt 
ſo, as moſt deſired to have it. 
So ſoon therefore as hither [ 
came, the whole Neighbour- 
hood, I perceived, were much 
more qulet and truly honeſt, 
than that was from which I 
came 3 And, though there was 
no great talk of godlineſs, 
there was more love and 


peace, 
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peace, ar:d the power pf it,then 
where our young Reformer 
preacht upon his new lights and: 
the Scepter of Chriſt. . After 
this, looking more narrowly, 
I obſerved that, where there 
was a good Living, the old Mt- 
niſter generally was put out 
as a Malignant 3 but waiere 
there was but a poor Curacy 
(as with us, though a very con* 
1derable Pariſh for largeneſs) 
N-> body was concerned at all 
to preach up Reformation 
there; And allo, that thele Re- 
formers , and as they called 
them , Godly Miniſters. , 
though they talkt againſt 
Drunken Cavaliers, would 
yet make no [cruple to come 
from the Lecture on Market- 
days, as red as Rooſt-Cocks 3 
and, 
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and, to my ſeeming , not far 
from being diſguis'd in Drink. 
 Whereupon I began to ſuſpect, 
that all was not gold that glt- 
ſter'd 3 and, upon inquiry, 
found, that moſt of them, who 
| had put others out of their 
places for being ſcandalous 
Mintſters, were themſelves (o 
one way or other 5 and from 
being poor Curates, or broken 
Tradeſmen, got themſelves 
into the beſt Livings of. the 
Country, never minding thoſe 
which were of little value, nor 
the ſaving of the Souls of 
them, who lived in ſuch pla- 
ces 5 'Nay , Inſtead of doing 
the work of Miniſters of the 
Goſpel of Peace, blowing the 
Trumpet of War, Encourage- 
ing to Rebellion againſt. the 
Lords 
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Lords Anainted, and curſing 
Meroz with bitter Curſes, for | 
not helping in that quarrel. >. 
In like manner, thoſe, who 1n | 
the Neighbourhoods were the | 
Leaders and Teachersto them, 
who were Anabaptiſts, and of 
the Congregational way, with 
the reſt, I found them all in a 
manner to be Men, who had 
either left their Callings, or 
their Callings had left them, 
and were many of them char- 
ged to have been very 11] Li- 
vers, nay to be ſoſtill, and had 
molt of them been Rebels 
againſt the King, So that I 
thought I had now great rea- 
ſon to make uſe of the Apdoſlles 
Caution , and to avoid them 
all z Even the very beſt of 
them 5 for even theſe for cer- 


tain & 
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tain were guilty @f living 
contrary to the known Laws 
of the Land, and of uſing and 
enjoying many things as their 


own, which yet by thoſe Laws 


were not theirs, and fo of li- 
ving and allowing themſelves 
in a known fin. So that, 
though ctherwiſe they were 
and are very able and highly 
giited men; yet who may de- 
ny, but that, as dead Flies do 
corrupt the moſt precious 


Oyntment : So theſe, as to ſome 


they may ſeem but little fol- 
lies, did blemiſh them amongſt 
us, who w ere, andyet are fome 
of them , in reputation for 
wiſdom? Fecleſe to. 1. Thou 
only O God. art holy ! Thou only 
art juſt ! But no one 1s there, 


not "only of thy ſeemingly 
belt, 
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beſt, but even of thy very beſt 
Servants in holy Scripture, who 
has been without ſomewhat 
noted, wherein he was culpa- 
ble; even for this cauſe doubt- 
leſs, leſt we ſhould eſteem of 
any man, above that which 
behoveth. 

SeF. To. From thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which noted the firſt Be- 
lievers gathered together in 
one place 3 our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles reſorting to the 
Temple, as alſo the direftions 
not to Jook for Chriſt in the 
deſart or ſecret chambers, nor 
to believe or follow thoſe, who 
pretended there to ſhew him; 
Obſerving alſo the Charatter 
given of thoſe , who ſtparate 
themſelves, and would ſeduce 
others 3; That they ſhould be 

Mock- 
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Mockers, ſuch as derided all 
beſides themſelves , that they 
ſhould come in the laff times 
(that is , theſe ſince Chris? , 
which we now live in, as well 
as thoſe ſince Chriſt, that were 
before us) and ſhould walk af- 
ter their own urgodly luſts, be- 
ing ſenſual, having not the $pi- 
7it, that 1s, though they pre- 
tended much to the Spirit, 
were indeed diſcovered to be 
ſenſual 5 Here 1 ſtemed to my 
felf., as by a voice ſrom Heaven, 
to be warned againſt Conventi- 
cles and ſeparate Meeting 3 
Eſpecially , when I proceeded 
to read over the directions , 
which followed in my Paper, 
To hold fai? the profeſſion of 
Faith without wavering , not 
forſaking the aſſembling of our 

ſelves, 
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ſelves, as the manner of ſom? 


# ; and allo the Parable of the 


Shepherd and his Sheep, which 
I found of conſtant uſe with 
our Saviour, For hereupon I 
could not but think, that they 
were Wolves (ure in Sheeps 
Cloathing, and not” Shepherds, 
who, inſtead of guiding, would 
deſtroy the ſheep; and whoſe 
buſineſs it was, to drive them 
as far as they could out of the 
Fold , nay to pull down the 
Pen it ſel But, when I came 
to the deſcription , which S. 
Paul gives of the laſt days, 
and the perilous times, which 
ſhould then fall out 5 when -en 


ſhould be lovers of themſelves, 


covetous, boaſters, proud, and 
the like, yet, notwithſtanding 
all this, have « form of godli- 


eſs, 


| 
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eſs, creep into houſes, and lead 
Captive ſilly women, laden with 
ſins, led away with divers lus. 


[There ſeemed to me nothing 


more left to the deſcription of 
theſe Teachers of our times , 
unleſs he ſhauld have called 
them by their ſeveral names 3 
And therefore inſtead of won- 
dring at the numbers, which 
fell off to them, I ſatisfied my 
ſelf in the Account which S. 
John gives 5 That they went out 
from a5, becauſe they were not 
of #9 5 and their very going 
out did make it manifeſt, that 
they were not all of us. 

SedF. 11. Laſtly, from thoſe 
Scriptures, which command to 
obey thoſe that are over us, aud 
have ſpoken to ws the word 0 
God > and to ſubmit our ſelves 
to 
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to them, (ince their authority is 
not from min but Gods; and 
that 20 man taketh this honour 
to himſelf, but he who is called 
of God, as was Aaron 5 and that 
it was equally impoſlible to 
believe without a Preacher, 
and to preach without being 
ſent 3 and that God gave Apo- 
files 19 the firſt or higheſt place 3 
in the (econd, Prophets; in the 
third, Teachers 3; And that all 
are not to be Apoſtles, nor Pro- 
phets, nor Teachers. In theſe 
things, I plainly ſaw the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Miniſtry, and an 
Obligation to obey them. I 
ſaw alſo the Neceſlity of a 
Jawfull Calling, and that none 
might preſume to go, till he 
were lent 3 and farther, I ſaw 
that there was Order in the 
Miniſtry 3 
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Miniſtry 3*ſome were to be be- 
fore and above others; ſome 
were to ſend, and others to be 
{ent. 

SeF. 12. Andof all this I 
was the more perfectly con- 
vinced, when I conſidered the 
miſerable ſtate the Nation 
was brought into, by diſobe- 
dience and neglect in the 
former particulars. For, asour 
not valuing our Lords com- 
mand of keeping Peace, and 
Love, and Unity to each other, 
certainly brought on a dread- 
ful War (wherein, as all other 
conditions of men were in- 
volved, the poor Huſbandman 
was the greateſt ſufferer 3 He 
being expoſed as a prey toeve- 
ry Raſcal got on Horſe back, 
and in one night to ſee de- 
voured 
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voured all that was provided 
for the ſuſtenance of his Fa- 


mily and Cattel, for a whole - 


year : belides, the intolerable 
1n(olence, to which he was (ub- 
jected, not to be ſuffered to be 
Maſter, nor ſcarce to be in his 
own Houle) : So our not re- 
garding the remaining duties, 
of marking and avoidin 

theſe, that cauſed our diviſt- 
ons, nor of keeping to the pub- 
lick aſſemblies,nor of obeying 
them, who are over us 3 was 
the manifeſt ground of thoſe 
diſtractions in the Church, 
which heretofore rent it in 
pieces, and we at this day do 
groan under. For, whoever 
remembers any thing of the 
former times, cannot be igno- 
rant, that mee firſt diſlik't ſome 
part 


| 
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part of the pnblick Worſhip, then 


ſeparated themſelves ſrom 3it 3 
'and then, to jultifie their ſepa- 
ration, diſlik't more; and at 
the laſt, left nothing in 4 man- 
ner of Chriſtianity to them- 


ſelves , beſides the name and 


profeſſion of it. For inſtance; 
I remember about the begin- 
ning of the Long Parliament, 
a great cry was made againſt 
SuperStition in the Church and 
Seruze of it - and firſt, the 
Litauy was ſpoken againſt 5 
after that, the Catechiſaz 3 then, 
the Communion Service; then, 


ſet Forms of Prayers in general; 


then, the Creed ; and laſtly, 
The Lords Prayer it ſelf. In 
the mean time thoſe men, who 
upon theſe pretences deſerted 
the Church 5 firſt declared 

C _ them- 
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thetnſelves to be Ppresbyter:- 
ans ; then went forward to be 
Independents; after that grew 
Anabaptiſts 3 then Quakers, or 
Ranters, or Atheifts, or laſtly 
( for thither all theſe feveral 
motions tend) proſeſt Papiit-s. 


By this means the Plain Conn- 


#ry-man had no guidance to Sal- 
vation, no Catechiſm to inſirudt 
him in his duty to God and his 
Neighbour , no Prayers, no $a- 
craments to comfort and ſupport 
his Soul , but was bid to pray 
ex tempore 3 { which he ob- 


ſerved , the Preacher himſelf 


could not do , without talking 
blaſphemonſly, or at beſt i-zper- 
tinently: ) and to lay hold on 


Chris, To make ſure of Chrjst, 


Have an In-being with Christ, 
To be Godded in God , and 
| Chriſted 


; 
| 


- 
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Chriſted in Chriſt 5 and a deal 
of ſuch Canting Language , 
which profited nothing to- 
wards the great duties of zhe 
Goſpel, Faith , Repentance, and 
Newme ſs of life. 

SeF. 13. Moreover, I ſaw 
in ſome houſes, and had cer- 
tain information of man 
more, That, when plain illite- 
rate people , Rulers' of their 
reſpetive Families , 'whether 


Men or Widows , attempted 


this way of ex terpore Prayer 5 
They finding they could not 
do it to the fatisfattion either 
of their hearers or themſelves, 
being many times at a perfe&t 
ſtand, not able to ſay any thing 3 
Sometimes forced to vain Re- 
petitions, and many times 
ſpeaking non-ſenfe and blaſ- 

C 2  phemy 3 


42 The Plain Pans way 


phemy 3 By theſe and other 
_ miſ-adventures, diſcern- 
ing they could not keep uv 
their Family-Devotion by the 
Gift, have kept it up no way 
at all , but have let it wholly 
fink 3 And fince, as thoſe zhat 
live without God in the World , 
have had no office of Piety at 
all in their Families; Nay have 
wholly quitted the Duty of 
Prayer., as to themſelves in 
their own perſons. 

SeF. 14. Upon the whole 
matter, having for many years 
together weighed and confi- 
dered the before-mentioned 


particulars, it ſeems to me as > 


manifeſt as the Sun at Noon: 
day, That, as the prime Original 
cauſe of all our miſeries and 


AdiftraFions, was and is the ma- 


lice 
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lice and uncharitableneſs of our 
hearts 3 ſo their immediate 
cauſe was and is, our negle x4 
the publick, Service 3 and , 
ſpeak in a word, Our iran 
of the Common Prayer of the 
Church. For with the diſlike 
of that, all our Calamities be- 
gan, and we muſt ſure never 
hope to have an end of them, 
till we lay aſide that diſlike, 
and till, as was and is the great 
deſign of it, we in England do 
make it, next the Bible, our $0- 
veraign Guide for Worſhip, Pri- 
wvate as well as Publick, A 
Guide ſo ſure, ſo ready at 
hand, and'fo faithful, and ſo 
ealte in all things to be under- 
ftood, that by it, people as they 
may, fo alſo they ought, as oc- 
calion may be to admoniſh and 

C 3 guide 
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guide their erring Guides, For 
It is, I plainly find , hut a 
wretched miſtake in ſome, and 
a baſe {lander in others 3 That 
in zhe Church of England, many 
Pariſhes are left to a very fim- 
ple Guide 3 One many times, 
whois ſofar from being able to 
guide others, that he cannot, 
or at leaſt does not, tolerably 
onide himſelf. No, no, our 


good Mother #he Choreh of 


England 1s not fo regardleſs of 
her Children. For ſo far is ſhe 
from leaving them to any ſuch 
unworthy Guide, that ſhe 
leaves them not to the guide- 
ance of any fingle perſon , 
though never ſo able and wor- 
thy, much leſs to any one, who 
is neither Able nor Worthy. 


But how then ? why truly to 
the 
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the tried , and throughly- 
weighed guidance of her ſelf 
only 1n the Liturgie, confirmed 
by the beſt, and fulleſt, and high- 
eſt Power of this Land, And 
let me tell you, Children and 
Neighbours, and I pray mark it 
well 3 By reaſon of this Ex- 
cellency of it, I verily per- 
{wade my ſelf , and not for 
any the leaſt real Evil or Un- 
truth, that 1n it can be noted, 
It is, that it hath incurr'd the 
mortal hatred and diſpleaſure 
of a!l Sefaries whatſoever 3 As 
well knowing all of them, That 
if this Guide have its due Reve- 
rence , Their weakneſſes and 
wickedneſſes can never , no not 
with the weakeſt, paſs for Truth 
and Piety, as now they do but 
with too many, and thoſe too 

C 4 of 
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of the, ſoberer ſort. For, 
when once, even the ableſt 
have laid aſide their obſer- 
vance due unto it, They are 
open , I daily ſee, to the moſt 
fooliſh and hainous impreſht- 
ons that are. And further , 
Then, as one propheſied four- 
ſcore years ago , Things of 
principal Excellency ſhall, up- 
on all occaſions, be bitten at 
by men, whom God had en- 
dued with Graces both of 
Wit and Learning for better 
Purpoſes. 

Sed. 15. I am not fo fooliſh 
to hope, that theſe or any other 
words of mine will be much 
heeded by thoſe, whoſe Eter- 
nal intereſt ſure does in very 
deed oblige them both to heed 
them, and alſo to be perſwaded 


by 
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by them. However, having 
undertaken 'to given” an Ac- 
count of the Experiments , 
which I have made in matters 
of Religion, I plainly ſet down 
my Opinion, wita the grounds 
of it, and ſhall proceed to de- 
clare in like manner, What zs 
my Pradtice as to Worſhip , beth 
Publick in the Church, and Pri- 
vate in my Family. 

Se#. 16. Firſt, I ſhall ſet 
down the ſeveral Scriptures, 
which I drew together con- 
cerning Prayer 3 and upon 
which I guide my. ſelf 1n the 
Duties of it, both Publick and 
Private. 1 Thef}. 5. 17. Pray 


without ceaſimg. Ephel. 6. 18. 
Praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with al/ 


C5 


perſeve. 
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perſeverance and ,ſupplication 
for all Saints. Luke 18. 1, &c. | 
Jeſus ſpake a Parable to this w» 
end , that men ought always to ' 
pray, and not to ſaint, ſaying, 
There was in aCity a Judge, &*c. 
Luke the 11th. v. 1. &c. The 
Diſciples ſaid unto Jeſs, Lord, 
teach 24 to pray, as John alſo 
tanght his Diſciples. And he 
ſaid unto them, when ye pray, 
Say, our Father, Mat. 21. 13. 
Aly Honſe ſhall be called the 
Houſe of Prayer. Mat. 18. v.19, 
20. If two of you ſhall agree on 
Earth , as touching any thing , 
that they ſhall ask , it ſhall be 
done for them of my Father 
which is in Heaven, For where © 
two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my name, there am 1 in 


the midſt of therz, Mat. 26. v. 
| 39» > 


I 
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39. Jeſus fell on his face and 
praged, ſaying, O my Father, if 
it be poſſible , let this Cup paſs 
rome mew nevertheleſs not as I 
will, but as thou wilt, &c. He 
prayed the third time , ſaying 
the ſame words. 1 Cor. 1T. 4. 
Every man praying or propheſy- 
ine with his head covered. dif- 
honoureth his head. Matth. 6. 
v. 6,7 When thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy Cloſet, &*c. Uſe not 
vain repetitions. 1 Cor. 14.15. 
I wil! pray with the Spirit, and 
will pray with the underſland- 
ing alſo. Jam. 1. v. 6. Ask in 
Faith, nothing wavering. 1 Cor. 
14. V. 40. Let every thing be 

done decently and in order. 
SeF. 17. From the Scrip- 
tures, which command to pray 
continually, to watch thereumtos 
Pray 
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Pray always, and ſaint not : As 
alſo from the Parable of the 
unjuſt Judge, and importunate 
Widow 3 I ealily convgac't my 
{elf of the great and weighty 
Concernment of the Duty. 
But beſides, it being manifeſt, 
that there are other Chriſtian 
Offices to be performed , as 
alſo natural Ones, ſuch as are 
to Eat, and Drink, and+Sleep, 
ec. Tis manifeſt. the literal 
meaning of the words 1s not 
intended. Sol reſolved it rea- 
ſonable, the Text mult not be 
evacuated, to mean nothing. 
And if ſo, that the leaſt, which 
could fairly be imagined, was 
daily and conſtant, though in- 
termitted, returns of Prayer ; 
which , whether they were to 
be with the frequency , which 

David 
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David mentions , .,when he 
ſays, Seven times a day will I 
praiſe thee 5 or that other of 
the ſame Prophet, At mornine,. 
and at evenins, and at nion- 
day will T pray anto thee 5 mult. 
be determined , not only by 
the Devotion, but by the let- 
{ure and opportunities of eve-- 
ry particular perſon 3 except- 
ing where the Laws of thoſe, 
who are over us in the Lord, 
have determined it to our 
hands. 

SeF. 138. From the Injunci- 
on. to pray 1n the Spirit, com». 
pared with our Saviours teach- 
ing his Diſciples to pray, as 
John taught his Diſciples, that 
1s, by a Form; as alſo our $4- 
viours own PraQtice, who pray- 
ed, ſaying the ſame words ; [; 

learnt, 
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learnt, That to pay by a | 
Form was very well conſiſtent 
with praying by the Spirit 3 
for doubtleſs our Sevioxr praye 
ed by the Spiritz Andalſo that 
the ſame words may be repeat- 
d (which is a conſequent of 
Forms) without uſing vain re- 
p-titions. So that all thoſe 
things , which are talkt con- | 
cerning ſtinting the Spirit, are 4 
empty Bugbears to terrifie 
weak people 3 As indeed the 
fathering Extempore Effuſions 
upon the Holy Spirit , are im- 
pudent fulſities, and a lying 
againſt "the Holy Ghoſd, Nay 
farther , having ſeriouſly con- 
Glered of this matter , it ap- - 
2ared to me, That, whatever 
zrſons would ſay for praying 
by the Gift, It is only praying 
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| by the Gift to him. that con- 


ceives them 3 for to all the 
Company they are Form. For 
who ſees not , that as much 
tied and (tinted all the hear- 
ers are by the words ſpoken 
ex tempore, as if they had been 
the words of a Book 2 And 
therefore ſeeing that in the 
uſe ſuch prayers ceaſe to be 
Gift, and come to be Form, it 
had as good, nay much better, 
be a known Form , which the 
Aﬀembly underſiood and could 
go along with 5 then a new and 
unknown one, which no body 
can, or perhaps ought to ſay 
Amento. I (hall not add, That, 


. what is uſually called Gift, is 


generally nothing more than 
Confidence, Uſe, and a Fluency 
of ſpeaking. But had it been, 

or 
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or were it a miraclous power, 
ſuch as the Gift of Tongues 


or Miracles, I know no reaſon, 


that people ſhould value them- 
telves or others on that Ac- 
count; thoſe diſpenſations not 


at all implying Sanctifying 


Grace. And our $4viour has 
faid, He will not know many of 
them. wno have done miracles in 
his Name, and in his Name 
caif oat Devils, Farther [ 
obſerved, that ſince our $4- 
viour has promiſed to the 
Aſſembly of Chriftiaus , who. 
ſhall agree together 2s touch- 
ing aay thing, whica-they (hall 
alk, It {hl be done for them 5 
Certainly a moſt effectual way 
to ſecure an intere(t in this 


promiſe, is tqagreenotonly of 


the things to be deſired, but of 
the 
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the forms and words alſo, in 


which it ſhould be deſired, un- 
leſs we are ſo ſtupid to think, 
that the Spirit 1s not (tinted 
by agreeing upon the matter, 
but is ſtinted by agreeing 
upon the words. Add here- 
unto, Seeing now , ( bleſſed 
be God!) Experience has un- 
deceived a great many , and 
ſufficiently ſatisfied they are of 
what is greateſt truth , That 
varicty and effuſions before 
others, ( whether 1n Church, 
or Family, or elſewhere ) 


though to ſick and dying men, 


even then having fleſh and 
blood about them, as well as 
to others, they may be more 
oracetul, yet to our God not 
more pleaſing , nor for our 
ſelves more cficAhve are they, 

then 
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tien Forms having all things 
__neceſlary 1n them, and ſnppo- 
fing the like firmneſs, tixednefs, 
and fervency of devotion un- 
der theſe, as under thoſe; 
This being fo and fo, why do 
we not watch and oblige our 
hearts to greateſt devoutneſls 
and conſtancy in the beſt Form 
of Worſhip, that is ? and why 
do we not deny our ſelves the 
purſuit of that, which we er- 
roneouſly call Better, and more 
Graceful, and more to our Mi- 
niſters ſhewing their Reve- 
renceandReſpetttous; when, 
for want of croffing our ſelves 
in this one point, we every 
where fee not only Peace and 
Charity, but Faith allo, to be 
moſt ſtrangely decayed and 
undermined ? For, how ſhall 
we 


Fl 
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we deny our ſelves in all 
other things, if we will not in 
this one, always moſt proper, 
but' now molt neceſſary , Ob- 
ject of that great Goſpel-Grace, 
Self-denial ? But then further 
from the promiſes which are 


annexed to the aforeſaid 


Scriptures, I deſire to add aſlu- 
rance, and firm confidence to 
my Prayers 3 knowing that 
Heaven and Farth ſhall pafs 
away before one tittle of the 
Word of God ſhall fail and be 
unaccompliſht 5 and theretore 
unleſs we alk amiſs if we 45k, 
we "ſhall receive , if we ſeek 


we ſhall find , if we knock, it 


ſhall be opened unto us 5 not 


that the thing prayed for it 
{elf is always granted : but 
that we have ſomewhat of 

greater 


— 
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greater value 1n 1ts place and 
ſtead 5 thus though the Cup 
aid not paſs rom our Saviour, 
as he prayed, Matth. 26. Yet 
was he then heard, in what he 
feared, Heb: 5.7: And though 
the Thorn was not taken out of 
Pauls fleſh, nor the Meſſenger 
of Satan removed who buffeted 
him, according to his thrice- 
repeated prayer : yet was he 
therein anſwered, having Grace 
given to him, and the ſtrength 
of God which 1s magnified in 
weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12. 

SeF. 19. From our Squionrs 
falling on his face, and kneel - 
ing in prayer, and the Apoſtles 
direction to men, to have their ' 
heads uncovered, and to do all | 
things decently and in-order 3 | 
1 learn, what were the humble 

poſtures 
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poſtures and demeahours due 
to Prayer. And that therefore 
they ſure were furiouſly mad, 
or intolerably prophane, who 
took away Ceremonies , and 
thereby decency , from Reli- 
gious Worlhip, and made {lo- 
venly rudeneſs a Confſequent 
of Godlineſs. Nay farther , 
having ponder'd long . and ſe- 
riouſly conſidered of the mat- 
ter 3 It appeared to me that 
thoſe, who oppolec Ceremonies 
upon pretence of Superſtition, 
were themſelves the while, 
very guilty 1n that particular 3 
it being the ſame reſtraint and 
breach upon Chriſtian L1- 
berty, to oblige ones ſelf cr 
others not to do an indifferent 
thing, as to be obliged by ano- 
ther to do it 3 but only for 

2 Fe => "ns 


60 Th? Plain Pans way 
this, that in the one Caſe a 
man 1s only Superſtitions 5 in 
the other, he 1s Dzſobedient , 
aud Schiſmatical , and Super- 
Fitious to boot. Nay further 
yet, while the Diſſenter pre- 
tends a fear of giving ſcandal 
to weak Brethren 5 that-1s, 
ſuch, who difobey the Laws 
of thoſe, that are over 
them in the Lord, as alſo the 
Civil Magiſtrate 5 He gives a 
real (ſcandal to thoſe that are 
ſtrong, who do their duties, 
and walk orderly. And if 
his example prevail upon 
them , muſt anſwer both for 
their diſobedience, and his 
OWN. 

SeF. 20. Having upon the 
grounds aforeſaid come to a 
ſetlement of my Opinion in 

the 
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the Duties of Religion, 1 found 
my ſelf concerned accordingly 
to guide my Pradice. Which, in 
what manner I have done, and 
continue to do, and by Gods 
help , ſhall endeavour te do 
to my lives end, I come now 
to declare. And this, with 


the ſame freedom and plaineſs, 


that I have uſed in my former 
diſcourſes. 

SeF. 21. And firſt I make it 
my buſineſs zpor the Lords 
Day and Holy-days, and their 
Eves , as allo on Wedneſdays 


and Fridays, when the Litany 


is read, if poſſibly I can, to 
come to Church at the begin- 
ning of Divine Service, or ra- 
ther, if I can, a little before the 
beginning , that ſo I may pre- 
pare my (elf for the great 

Duty 
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Duty of Prayer ; Calling to 
mind ſuch ſentences. of Scri- 
pture, as ſeem moſt proper to 
ſtir up Devotion 3 ſuch as thoſe 
of the Plalm'it 3 T was glad, 
when they ſaid unto me. We will 
go into the Houſe of the Lord. 
T had rather be a Door-keeper 
in the Houſe of my God, than to 
dwell in the Tevts of Ungodli- 
neſs. O how amiable are thy 
dwellings, O Lord of Hoſts ! and 
the like; as alſo thoſe other, 
which I have before ſet down 
concerning Prayer. When 
the Service begins, having put 
my ſelf into the poſture of 
Prayer, I attend carefully to 
the Miniſter, repeating di- 
ſtinctly the Reſpontes, and 
with earneſt fervour and 
aloud ſaying, 4men, at the 
cloſe 
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cloſe of each Colle&. Alfo 
in the Pſalms and Hymns, not 
only lifting up my heart in 
thankfal acknowledgments to 
God for his mercies, and con- 
cluding with affeQionate at- 
tribution of Glory to Father , 
Sor, and Holy Ghoſt, but alſo, 
according as I am com- 
manded, Pal. 95. 2. making 
1n this part of Worſhip a joy- 
ful noiſe to him 3 There, where 
alteration is tn uſe, by re- 
peating every other Verſe : 
where not ſo, 1 I have a 
Book before me, by reading 
all along with the Miniſter , 
ſo loud atleaſt, asto be heard 
by thoſe next me. If no Book, 
. then out of his mouth and my 


' own memory , framing, by 
200d attention, all or moſt of 


D the 
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the words and ſentences, as he - 
molt leiſurely utters them to 
the . underſtanding of all the 
Congregation. A way, which 
they alſo, who are wholly un- 
letter'd, may , if they will, 
take for worthy joynidng with 
the Congregation in this part 
of the Worſhip 3 and which 
fome ſuch are known to have 
done ſo ſucceſsfully, that, 
after long and much heeding, 
whenſoever they have heard 
any Verſe quoted out of the 
P/alter , they have been able 
to ſay, to what day of the | 
Month , though not to what 
Pſalms it did and does belong. , 
When the Leſſons are read, [I 
hearken with Reverence and 
Attention , conlidering that 
the Almighty God of Heaven | 
and > 
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and Earth ſpeaks to me, and 
that not the deſcants of men 
talking out of the Pulpit, but 
this indeed is the Word of 
God , and the Preaching of 
It 3 which, if it work not up- 
on us, whatever we may think 
to the contrary, moſt true it is 
( for our Saviour has ſaid it 
we would not be perſwaded , 
though one ſhould riſe from the 
dead. Such value therefore I. 
have for this no.leſs ancient 
than true Preaching, (AR. 15. 
21. Moſes preached, being read 
in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
day that I think the Service 
very compleat , though there 
happen to be no Sermon. But 
if there be one, I very gladly 
attend unto it, not minding ſo 
much the {kill or eloquence of 
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the Preacher, as the Duties 
he recommends 3 never taking 
upon me to judge or diſcom- 
_ mend the meaneſt perform- 
ance , not only - becauſe all 
ſuch doing has much of fin in 
it, but alſo becauſe ſome good 
may be gathered from the 
{lighteſt diſcourſe, that can 
be made. Beſides, I do often 
charge my ſelf. to take heed 
of that Mother-miſtake , 
wherewith ſo many both 'here- 
tofore have been, and (till 
are carried away and abu- 
ſed 3 That the great end of go- 
ing to Church , is to hear and 
learn > Or, That that 3s the 
righteſt Way and trneſt Church, 
where there is moſt and moſt 
powerful Preaching. For who-' | 
ever they be, thus opinionated 
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of, and thus affected to, the 
under end "of Religious Al- 
ſemblies, conſtant to the pub- 
Iick Meetings, I dvly ſee, they 
will not long be 3 Be the M1- 
niſter of the place never ſo 
ſound and powerful in his 
Preaching and Catechizings, 
and 1n his life never ſo 1nno- 
cent, blameleſs, and inoften- 
five, But when the great 
'Ends, are by people believe- 
ingly: and religiouſly thought 
on 3 ſuch as, Prayer and Praiſe, 
and the chief Sacrifice of 
Praiſe., the Communion , and 
keeping up Chriitian Unity 
and Communion , and hearing 
the Word diſtinctly read, as a 
part of Worſhip (there being 
no truer Worſhip and Ho- 
nour to God in this World, 

D 3 than 
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then from the heart to ac- 
knowledge and believe that 
the Bible is the Will aud Word 
of the Living God ) and thelike : 
Then be the Preaching and 
Catechizing never ſo mean, 
yet , for theſe perpetual and 
never failing ends, meet Be- 
lievers will; and in their meet- 
ings give that glory to God, 
and benefit to their own Souls, 
which in them God hath (6 
mercifully defigned to himſelf 
and them. 


Se. 22, Aﬀer the Service 
1s finiſh'it, I reverently de- 
part out of the Church , and 
being returned home, imploy 
what vacant time I have in 
reading my ſelf, and in hear- 
ing my Servants and Children 
repeat their Catechiſm ; and - 


read 
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read the Scsiptures and: other 
good Books, eſpecially thofe 
Scriptures , which they heard 
read in the Church , the 
Leſſons, and Epiſtle and Gof- 
pel for the day 3 Becauſe more 
conform ſure are they to the 
mind of God and his Church 
in this part of the publick 
Worſhip (the Leſſons , Epi- 
ſtle and Goſpel) who in the 
Church do not read them 
along with the Miniſter , but 
only hear them read, as a part 
of Worſhip 3 And at home 
only read them their ſelves; 
Always looking out , and 
pitching upon, and being af- 
fected with ſome one or other 
ſpecial ſentence, for their ſpe- 
cial pondering all the week 
after, Forl do nat think the 

"Ds buſineſs 
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buſineſs of the Day diſpatch't 
at Church, or in two or three 
hours 3 Becauſe, though he 
Judaical keeping of the Sab- 
bath be now out dated, Yet the 
Reaſon of the Service ( the 
dedicating a part of our time 
to God, who gives us that and 
all things elſe) 1s now of as 
much force as ever 5 nay 
now has ſtronger obligations , 
foraſmuch as the remem- 


brance of the New Creation 
1s ſuperadded to the Old; and 


the dehverance from the ſer- 


vitude of the ſpiritual Pharaoh, 
1s to be acknowledged by us 
Chriſtians, beyond the Reſcue 
from the Zgyptian Bondage , 
which the Jews were conccra- 
ed in. 

Sed. 23. But if the Lords 
Day 
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Day or other Feſtival of the 
Church, which requires a more 
ſolemn attendance, happen to 
have alſo the holy Sacrament of 
the Exchars(4 adminiſtred up» 
on it , *T fail not to partake 
thereof ; and accordingly, 
By Meditation and Prayer and 
holy Reſolution , and ſuch gia 
Examination of my ſelf , 
preſently T ſhall expreſs, = 
vour to prepare my ſelf for the 
Reception of it 5 conſidering 
what befel thoſe Gueſts, who, 
being invited to rhe Supper 
of their Lord, excuſed them- 
ſelves vpon the Account of 
their ſecular imployments 3 
Remembring allo, what be- 
came of him, who did come, 
but without a' Wedding Gar- 
ment; and how unreafonablea 
D 5 thing 
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thing it 4s to take care for our 
daily bread , which nouriſhes 
the body, but have no regard 
of that bread, by which our 
Souls are nouriſhed to Eternal 


life ; Eſpecially , finc& it was 


the dying Precept of our Sa- 
viour, That, 2s often ( which 


certainly would be at leaſt 
thrice in the year) ws we did 


it, we fhould do it in remen- 
brance of him. 

SeF. 24. In reference to 
private Devotion, beſides, 
that every night before Bed- 
time I pray with my Family , 
part of the Evening Service, 
according to the Litureze , 
(Our mean condition allow- 
ivg vacancy for that, though 
it do not for any other ſolemn 
Returns of Prayer; ) I /zgly 

addres 
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addreſs my, ſelf to ſeek the 
Face of God, after this man- 
ner. So ſoon as I awake, [I 
lift up my heart in ſhort Eja- 
culations to the Divine Good- 
neſs, Wfo has brought me to 
the beginning of the day , de- 
firing his bleſſing in all the 
occurrents of it 5 And having 
{lipt on my Cloaths, before I 
20 out of my Lodging-Cote, 
I kneel me down, and in the 
hearing of all that are awake 
( on purpole that they alſo, 
when up, may not be abaſhed 
to do ſo too 3 and indeed uſe- 
will make them conſtant, and: 
think, it 1s expected from them 
by man as well as God) 1n the. 
hearing, I ſay, of all that are 
awake, I pray over the Lords 
Prayer, the ColleFs for the 

Morning, 
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Morning ,. for the Kings Ma- 
jeſly , Jor the Royal Family , 
for the Clergie and People, and 
or all conditions of men. with 
_ ſhort Collect that follows 
, and the General hank\- 
_ ; Remembring it to be 
a particular duty of Chriſti- 
ans to pray for Kings and all 
in Authority; and unto Prayer 
to add Thanksgiving. As allo 
the general Prayer for al] con- 
ditions of men 3 in which [ 

more eſpecially remember m 
Friends and Family, Kindred 
and Benefaftors, my Land- 
lord, and the Miniſter of my 
Pariſh , who 1s my Spiritual 
Father 3 as alſo my Enemies, 
thole greateſt BenefaCctors , 
who are ſure to tel] me of my 
faults 3 and give me cauſe to 
walk 
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walk more warily both to- 
wards God and men than 
otherwiſe I ſhould. 

Sed. 25. Having thus, ac- 
copy » TI verily believe, 
from © man of my condition, 
bleſſed and armed my ſelf for 
the buſineſs of that Morning 3 
| ſet forward , with what 
ſpeed I can, to my imploy- 
ment , and continue at my 1a- 
bours till Break-faſt time ; 
which taken not without ſome 
ſhort Grace, to my ſelf at leaſt, 
bath before and after. ere it 
be Noon, I make to my ſelf 
leiſure for a ſecond and more 
large return to Prayer, which. 
I ute according to the Litur- 
gy , adding now the Pſalms 
for the Day, which I omitted 
in tie Morning. And I the 

| rather 
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rather keep to a ſet Form, not 
only upon the grounds above 
produced, but alſo, becauſe I 
have found by manifold expe- 
rience , That, when I have 


left my ſelf to ſuch Prayers 


and deſires, as I have been 
abie to put forth upon the (ud- 
den, I have (tl been apt to 
be very broken, imperfect, 


looſe, and diſorderly in them 5 


and by running out into 1m- 
perti:encies , to-ſpend more 
time In my Oth-es , than I 
cold well ſpire 3 (though 


upon a jalt account ſhorter ,. 


than they ſhould be.) And 
yet to a ſit Form I am not fo 
reſolvedly addied, as not upon 


ermergent 0cca tons, and when I 


find 1y Soul enlarged, to pour it 
out, as Goa by his grace enables 
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2e. But (xy, ordinarily and of 
courſe I uſe none but Forms. 
And the Form I uſe 1s the Lz- 
turgie of the Church, not only 
becaule it 1s the belt, for its 
matter and compoſition, that 
I can find 5 but thereby to 
owne my ſelf a Member of 
that Holy Community, and 
alſo to gain the advantage of 
Joyning' In the ſame Prayers, 
and at the very ſame time , 
with many thouſands, who 
throughout the whole Na- 
tion preſent their Supplicati- 
ons before the Throne of 
Grace , in the ſame words 
with me. as but now was ſaid, 
and at the ſame time. For 
though in going over this Of- 
fice, I amall alone, yet by rea- 
{on of that Article, The Come 

mnunion 
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2111i0n Of. Saints , I do lure 
properly enough ſay our and 
our , and we and we , and ws 
and. «rs , mm at-the-- other 
Prayers, as well as 1n that 
Prayer of Prayers, The Lords 
Prayer. 

SeF, 25. Inſtead therefore 
of a Cloſet, at the time afore- 
ſaid, I repair 1ato ſome pri- 
vite place 1n'or about my 
Houſe 5 Or, it [ happen to be 
at work 1n the Field, ſome 
azirequented Hedg, or Brake, 
or Couple; And there, either 
kaeeling, or ſtanding, or ly- 
ing dowa, as I may (for I find 
all theſe poſtures approved in 
Scripture for Prayers and 
Praiſes) I begin my devotion 
with one or mare of the ſens 
tences of Scripture at the be- 

ginning 
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2inning of. the Litzrgie - Ard 
proceeding to the Conf: (fon, 
which I repeat with the 
greateſt humility and moſt 
atfecttovate concernment, thet 
] can; I wholly ſkip over the 
Abſoiution, as not to be pro- 
nounced by me to my telf or 
any other, but ta me and 
others only by the Prieſt. 
But for the Lords Prayer, the 


 Verſicles annext , with their 


Anſwers, and Gloria Patrz 3 
theſe I look upon as the moſt 
weighty parts of my taſk 3 
and do therefore with the 
greatcit heats, that I can raiſe 
my heart unto, preſent them 
to my God, in the behalf of 
all others , as well as of my 
ſelf and Family. . Whereunta 
when I add the Perite . and 

Pſalzs 
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P/alrs for the whale day, [ 


do not only. read them with 
attention, ſo as to underſtand 
and conſider them as I goz 
but my great care 1s to pray 
them over, and with earne(t- 
neſs of heart to offer them up 
to Heaven in Ads of Woar- 
ſhip 3 or, in one word, to 
worſhip by them. This done, 
I proceed to afting my Faith 
upon the Creed, and to pray- 
1ng over the remaining Pray- 
ers accoraing to the Order of 
the Church, ſave- only that I 
omit the Prayer next before, 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as being to be (aid by 
none but by a Congregation 
of two or three at the leaſt ; 
and where there are Verlicles 
and Anſwzrs , I, having none 

fo 
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to anſwer , make ane very 
ſhort, but very pithy and 
effective Prayer of them. All 
which, unleſs T fooliſhly give 
my ſelf leave to trifle and 
play with aliene and vain 
thoughts, 1s fully diſpatcht in 
one quarter of an hour, which, 
as 1t 1s a conſiderable time to: 
a poor Huſbandman, ſo may it 
well be made up by induſtri- 
ous labour in the reſt of the 
day. 
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practiſe my ſelf, I allo recom- 
mend to my Children and 
Servants, remembring, That 
among the Reaſons given by 
God for his Blefling of Abra- 
ham, and making him a great 
Nation, This 1s particularly 
aſſigned, That he would —_ 

E 
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his Houlhold to fear the Lord. 
To them therefore I allow 
always one quarter of an hour 
after Break-faſt, charging them 
at that time to get themſelves 
tanto ſome privacy or other, 
and there ſeek the Face of God, 
as they can. 1t they cannot, as 
is belt. And if thus favoured 
and guided , they do no- 
thing in very deed of what 
they are directed to do, them- 
ſelves are in all the fault ; I 
and my buſineſs are free from 
IT, 

SeF, 28. And, whereas 
Country people not uſed to 
the power of Gaodlineſs, are 
apt to be aſhamed to be ob- 
{ſerved to retire unto, or much 
more to be deprehended in 


their Devotions 5 I have not 
failed 
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failed often to mine! tt =, that 
it 1s better by far,toendure the 
Lip and Leering of Fools for 
a day or two (which, when 
they have once or twice deſ- 
piſed , they ſhaj] be troubled 
with no more) than the never 
ending ſhame and confuſion, 
which will be the portion of 
the Ungodly in Hell. And 
as to thole, who could not 
read, I have by all means en- 
couraged them to get by heart, 
either all'or as many of the 
Prayers of the Church, which 
are of conſtant uſe, as their 
memories would retain ; aſſu- 
ring them, that their Souls are 
as precious to God, and were 
redeemed by as oreat a price, 
as the Souls of the learned(t 
Doors, or greateſt Princes 3 
and 


; 
| 
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and ought to be as dear to 
themſelves 3 The whole World 
#0t being a valuable price for 
one ſingle Soul. 

Sed. 29. And here I cannot 
but with greateſt thankful- 
neſs of heart recount my paſt 
and preſent Condition. For, 
about forty years ago, when 
I was able to make one at all 
buſineſs, I was adviſed to keep 
a Teem, though my own poor 
_ Eſtate were not the fourth 
part of a Drift z Yet this 
courſe being moſt adviſable, 
I undertook it, and was there- 
by neceſſitated to, keep Ser- 
vants, with whom TI dealt. as 
others did ; that 1s, ſuffered 
them to do. even what them- 
ſelves liſted ,' as to what -con- 
cerned'their Souls. And-then 
ſeldom 
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ſeldom or never coald I get 
any thing done, except my eye 
were over them. And if I or 
my Wife chanced to be 
abroad. at our return we were 
likely to be welcom'd home 
with the news of ſome 111 ac- 
cident or other from their 
negligence or diſorder. But 
after that it pleaſed God to 
direct me into the way I am 
now in, of practifing my ſelf, 
and engaging my Houlhold to 
the Service of God, I find my 
own much better performed. 
For, if I or my Wife, or both 
of us go to a Fair or Market, 
and leave work to do. we are 
ſure to find it well done, the 
Cattel and Intle Ones, when 
we had them, and Houle in as 
good order , as if neither of 
us 
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us had been trom home. And, 
if ſome of them happen to 
loyter a little, I can then dif- 
cern them to be aſhamed and 
ſorry for their neglect, and 
more angry at themſelves , 
than I can be with them for 
it. So that in; many tempo- 
ral reſpects, I have found it 
moſt true , that Godlineſs is 
great gain, and the only way 
to have good Servants , is 
firſt to make them good 
Chriſtians. 

SeF. 30. I have hitherto 
rendered an account of my 
daily practice in the Duty of 
Prayer, both as to my ſelf and 
Family. Beiides this, whilſt 
I am at my work, I ceaſe not 
by ſhort Ejaculations to lift 
up my heart unto God, defi- 
ring 
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ring him to. have mercy on 
me, to increaſe my Faith, to 
teach me: to: number my days, 
and the like. And the more 
to engage my mind to good 
thoughts and a Converſation 
in Heaven 3' whatſaever buſi- 
nel[s I am about:;, -I- recollec& 
thoſe. Reflections, which the 
Spirit of * God in the Holy 
Scripture hath made upon 
that particular work -and bu- 
fineſs. If I am Plowing , I 
call to mind the. gentle Curſe 
laid upon Adam of eating 
bread in the ſweat of his 
brows. The Parable of the 
Sower , and the. Kingdom: of 
Heaven compared to a Field ; 
The command of the Pro- 


phet , to break up the fil ow 
E 


ground 


| jt 
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ground of the heart, and not to 


ſow among Thorns , and the 
like. When I am with my 
Cattel , I remember that ſay- 
ing of the Prophet ,. The 0x 
knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs 
his Maſters Crib 3 that of Da- 
wid, Be not like to Horſe and 
Atule , which have no unders 


ſanding 5 That of our Savi- 


our, Zt am the good Shepherd, 
and the like. And indeed, 
it ſo falls out, that there 1s no 
one part of the Huſbandmans 
Imployment , which is not 
ſome way or other owned in 
the Holy Scripture 3 As if it 
had been the purpoſe of . Al- 
mighty God, to encourage 
that deſpiſed and laborious 


Calling, by expreſſing the | 


great 


p 
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great Myſteries of Godlineſs, 
in Parables and Similitudes ta- 
ken thence: Our Saviour him- 
ſelf not diſdaining to be called. 
a Shepherd , and God the Fa- 
ther, a Husbandman. 

SeF. 31. All this, eſpecially 
upon Sundays and Commu- 
nion-days , that I and all my 
Family, may the more ac- 
ceptedly and ſucceſsfully per- 
form, I lay the greateſt 
charge I can upon my (elf 
and them , for theſe two 
things 3 Firſt, That in none 
of our Worſhip , Publick or 
Private, we be wanting to our 
ſelves for railing our inward 
Worſhip, by obliging our 
ſelves to greateſt care and 
continual practice of the outs 
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ward, in proſtration' of 
Body , in bended knees, in 
was and eyes lifted up to 
Heaven , in ſighs and groans, 
In tying our ſelves, ſometimes 
at leaſt , 'to ſay the very 
words of all the Prayers and 
Praiſes, after the mouth of 
the Company, and other. like 
outward , both advantages 
and indications of inward 
Devotion 3 As well knowing 
that a great number of Scrip- 
tures, belides thoſe before, 

many by way of Example , 
and not a few alſo by way of 
Rule, do call to us for this 
prudence. - Nothing being 
more neceſſary to be averted 
in religious Offices, than their 


degenerating , for want of 
theſe 
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theſe Enlivenings, into heart- 
leſs diſpirited Recitations, or 
meer Lip labours : Or, which 
is much worſe, into being at 
Church, but not being at 
Prayers. Belides, plentiful 
experience hath given this 1n 
for a moſt certain truth, Thar, 
though ſometimes there may 
be outward Devotion , when 
there is no inward , yet never 
is there inward. Devotion 
without ſome part or other 
of the outward. Secondly , 
That every Sunday morn- 
ing, eſpecially if it be a Com- 
munion-day, we do not any of 
us lie the longer in Bed ,- be- 
cauſe it 1s Holy-day, but ra* 
ther go to bed a littls the 
ſooner on the over-night , on 
E 3 pur- 
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purpoſe «that being gotten up 
a little the earlier that Morn- 
ing, and having diſpatcht all 
our works of neceſſity and 
common honeſty, we may 
every one of us pet himſelf 
or her ſelf into ſome privacy 
| before Prayer time 3 And 
there having by Faith ſet our 
ſelves as in the preſence of 
God, every one to do as I dos 
that is, Firſt I offer up unto 
God the Lords Prayer, at the 
end of every Petition think- 
ing of my lelf chiefly, if not 
only 3 Then, the Prayer be- 
fore the Commandments , 


changing only , the thoughts of 


onr hearts, 1nto the thoughts of 
my heart 3 and, that we may 
perfe#ly love thee , into, that I 

may 


| 
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may perfedly love thee - And 
this done, I do moſt humbly 
rehearſe every Command- 
ment 3 and after the rehear- 
ſal, ſay, Lord have mercy upon 
me , 1n reſpetk of my violati- 
ons of this firſt, ſecond, third, 
- &*c. Commandment , whatſa- 
ever they are or have been 
And for the time to come, in- 
cline my heart to: keep this: 
firſt, ſecond, third, ec. Com- 
mandment, in the full extent 
and true meaning thereof : 
Bethinking my ſelf, and call- 
ing to mind, and in words ut- 
tering , as I can , my lateſt 
breaches of every Command- 
ment 3- And after all, Zord 
have mercy upon me, and write 
all theſe thy Laws in my heart, 

E 4- Lord. 
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Lord IT beſeech thee. Then, 
one of the Prayers for -the 
King 3 And after, I do the 
beſt I can, to at my Faith up- 
on the Nicene Creed-, by a 
moſt ſteddy and believing re- 
' hearſal of it, thus 7 belzeve 
in one God ----= And in one 
Lord Jeſus -----= And T believe 
7 the Holy----- And T believe 
one Catholick, and ---- Con- 
cluding with this Scripture 
Ejaculation-3''7 belzeve, Lord, 
help my unbelief5 And give un- 
#o me 1 beſeerh thee ,' O Lord, 
That I may in very deed believe 
3n God the Father, as the' Maker 
of me and all the World 3 In 
God the Son, as the Redeemer 
of me and all Mankind 3. and 
in God the Holy Ghoſt, as the 

SanGifier 
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SandGifier of me and of all the 
Ele people of God 5 And that 
T may know Chriſt Jeſus , and 
the Power of his Reſurredion , 
and the fellowſhip of his Suffer- 
ing , being made. conformable 
unto his Death , that I may at- 
tain unto the ReſarreFion of 


the dead, Amen. And theſe 


things done ( in about half a 


uarter of an hour) I make 
no doubt at all but this is real 
examining . and acting my 
Faith and Repentance 3 Sure 
I am; as much as the buſte life 
of Country people , ordina- - 
rily and for conſtancy can'at- 
tain unto. After this, we all 
betake our ſelves together to 
the Church, ſo as to be ſure 
to be there ſome little time 
E 5 before. 
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before the beginning, as before 


I have noted 3 not any being 
ſuffered to ſtay behind, unleſs 


one perhaps , to look to the 
houſe and keep the pot boil- 
ing 5 as heretofore to look to 
the little anes 3 And this (to | 
note this alſo by the way) up- 
on this conſideration ; Becauſe, 


whilſt very Infants, I have 


ever thought it belt, they 
ſhould be kept at home; And 
that, becauſe, the Children 
and little ones, that are invi1- 
ted to praife the Lord, are not 
meer Infants, I conceive, but 
ſuch Children, as thoſe in St. 
Matthew, who the Text plain- 
y Hoang cryed in the Temple, | 
aying, Hoſanua to the Son of | 
David, Mat. 21. v. 15. 

Sed. 


Li aw yu_» v vyS5S W 


"mom el 


ES. A AE. Es AS a+ Si. 


*J 
p 


- 6f Wozthitp & Ptaciices 97 

SeF. 32. There have been 
indeed formerly about ns, ſe- 
veral Lectures in the Market- 
Tows#', as there alſo have 
been and are divers Conven- 
ticles and private Meetings , 
which I know- many of my 
Neighbours have and do (till 
frequent, aud judge others 
for not doing i in like manner ;. 
and much repine at their re- 
ſtraint : for my.part I am not- 
ſatisfied , but that the ſame 
Commandment which enjoy ns 
to reſt on the Sabbath Day , 
does peremptorily. give in 
charge , ſix days ſhalt thou la- 
bour : and I fear that at the 
great day , an account mult 
be given for the iniquities of _ 
theſe our holy things 5 not on-- 


ly 
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ly for the pride, ſingularity , 
Schiſm and Rebellion, of ſuch - 
Aſſembling 3 but even for miſ- 
ſpending that time in Harive, 
which ſhould have been ſpent 
in doing; and that any who 
cry Lord, Lord, and think 
they have great familiarity 
with God, ſhall be ſent back 
with 7 know you not , -depart 
from me you workers of iniqui- 
ty, Luk. 13. 

SeF. 33. But belides the 
ordinary Duties of Picety, we 
have in the Holy Scripture 
evident mention - of divers 
extraordinary 5 ſuch as are 
Faſting and Humiliation , 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving » re- 
fignation into: Gods hand in 
caſe of ſickneſs 3 and laſtly , 

pre- 
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preparation for Deaths in all 
which I cannot but think my 
ſelf exceedingly concerned. 
And as to the firſt, although 
to a poor man, his whole life 
3s ſome kind of abſtinence, 
and ' a perpetual Tent 5 yet 
ſure our Saviour ſaying to his 
Diſciples, who were:no leſs 
poor, Mat. 6. When you faſt, 
@*c.. Suppoles that Duty to 
reach unto ſuch 5 beſides, if 
poor men have fins to repent 
of , there is ſelf revenge and 
the As of Mortification to be 
performed according to the 


ſaying. of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 


7, As Praife. and Thank(- 
oiving for mercies received, 
this isnot only a duty of natu- 
ral gratitude, but the higheſt 

| Act 
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A@ of Worſhip, and the buſt- 
neſs of Eternity in Heaven : 


according to that ſaying of 


the Pſalmiſt , 1ho offereth 
praiſe, he Genenct me. But 
then if I am ſeized by fick- 
neſs, I look upon it as Gods 


immediate hand ' and Vilita- 


tion 3 making it my endea- 


vour while my ſtrength and. 


underſtanding remain with 


me, to ſet my Houſe in order, 


and do juſtice to my Family , 
in leaving to them-what God 
has bleſt me with 3 for I ob- 
ſerve, that for want of timely 


care herein , the Teſtaments: 


of the dead are generally the 


Wills, nay the Knavery of 


the living. Having done this, 
[ lay afide all earthly Cares , 


and ; 


+ 
—_- 


of Wozthip & Practice, 101 
and prepare for my laſt ac- 
count 3 and think my ſelf 
more concerned to ſend for 
the Phyſician of my Soul, the 
Miniſter , than the other for 
my Body , though that I do 
not omit. It is the direQion 
of St. James , that if any one 
be fick he ſhould ſend for the 
Elders or Miniiters of the 
Church, Jam. 5. And though 
poſſibly he may not be either 
ſo pious or ſo learned as it 
were to be wiſht, yet fince it 
1s his Office to pray for the 
people, and to bleſs in Gods 
Name : I have all reaſon to 
aſſure my ſelf that his Mini- 
ſtration both of Prayers and 
Sacrament ſhall be beneficial 
to me : and1 may be ſaved 


by 
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by the preaching of him, who 
himſelf is a caſt-away, I Cor. 
9: 27. ; 

SeF. 34. Having given this 
account of my Duty to God ; 
I am next to ſpeak of that 
great remaining part, which 
concerns my Netghbour ; 
Whether he be my Superi- 
our , the Prince and. Magi- 
ſtrate 3 Or Equal, my friend 
and fellow Subject. And 
concerning the former I was 
guided by theſe and the like. 
Scriptures 3 My Son , fear 
thou the Lord and the King , 
and meddle not with then 
thit are given to. change + for 
their detruFion ſhall riſe ſud- 
denly , and who knoweth 'the 
ruine of them both ? + Prov. 

24. 
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24. veEri. 21,22. Curſe not the 
King , wo not in ihy thought. 
Ecclel. 10. 20. Fear Ged, 
hon:nr the King. The King , 
as Supreme 5, and Governonrs , 
as thoſe that are ſent by him. 
r- Per. 9. ver. 27.:12, I. Te 
muſt needs be' ſubje&, not only 
for wrath , but alſo for Conſci= 
ence ſake. Rom. 13. verl. 5. 
They that rehſt, ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation, V. 2. 
And when I conlider how ma- 
ny miſguided Souls, have not 
only been engaged in open 
Rebell'on againſt the Lords 
Anointed, ſpilt the blood of | 
others and their own in that 
unhappy quarrel 3 but conti- 
nue fo this day juſtifying 
themſelves in every thing 
they 


— - 
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they did 3 As I am aſtoniſhe 
at ſo deſperate perverſenels 3 


I alſo find my ſelf obliged to | 


lift up my heart with all 
thankfulneſs to God , who 
has withheld me from being 
led into this temptation 5 and 
throughout the late troubles, 
kept me back not only from 
lifting up my hand againſt 
the late King, but from own- 
ing or abetting that ſide and 
party , even when it flouriſht 
moſt, and ſeemed at once to be 


both great godlineſs and great 


gain. 
SeF. 35. As to my demea- 
nour towards my fellow Sub- 


Jeas , the Scriptures , which: 
guide me, are ſuch as theſe 


Seek peace and enſue it , Plal. 
3 4+ 


— 
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34. 13. Tf it 3s poſſible, as 


much as in you lieth, live 
peaceably with all men. Rom. 
12, 10, Not rendring evil for 
evil , or railing for rail- 
ing 3 but contrariwiſe bleſſing , 
knowing that ye are thereunto 
called , that ye ſhould inherit 
bleſſing, xy Pet. 3. 9. Owe 
#0 man any thing , but to love 
one another, Rom. 13. Q. 
Withhold' not good from theme 
io whom it is due , when it 
#s in the power of thine hand 
to do it, Prov. 3.27. IWhat- 
ſoever ye would that men 
fhould do unto you, do ye even 
fo to them : for this is the 
Law and the Prophets, Matth. 
7. 12. Set apart thy Tythes 


with gladneſi, Will a man 
rob 
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rob God £ But ye have robbed 
me. But ye I wherein bave 
we robbed thee £ In Tythes 
and Off:rings, Mal. 3. _— b. - 
Let no man deſfaud or over- 
reach his Brother in any mat- 
ter, becauſe that the Lord 3s 
the Avenger of all ſuch, 1 
Thetl. 4. 6. Ballances of de- 
ceit , an abomination to the 
Lord, Prov. It. 1. Let ever 
man wherein be is called, 
therein abide with God, 1 Cor. 
7. 24. Mind not hieh things, 
but ſort with them of low de- 
gree, Rom. 12. 26. Thou ſhalt 
not go about + Tule-bearer , Le- 
vit. 19. 16 Ny huſie-body in 
other mens maiters, 1 Pet. 4. 
13: Oe. 

Se. 36. The Goſpel be- 

| | Ng 
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ing called the Goſpel of 
Peace, and onr' Saviour , as 
the Prince thereof , - making 


his firſt Proclamation by the 


mouth of the heavenly Hoſt, 
That he was come to bring 
Peace to Earth , and good 


will towards men ; his life 


and precepts (till incuicating 
that Duty 3 and his dying 
Legacy being ſtill the ſame 
largeſs of Peace 3 [ fully 
convinc't my felf of the im- 
portance of that Duty , be- 
lieving it a ſad exchange, 
which now adays men make 


-with ſuch induſtry , who loſe 


the certain poſſeſſion of U- 
nity and Peace, upon:the ex- 
pectation and pretence of 
truth. Charity may indeed 

cover 
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cover a- multitude of fins ; 
But the knowing the Maſters 
will , without ,a faithful do- 
ing of it, will only occaſion 
the :oflition of more, and 
more heavy ſtripes. And in 
the Apoſtles compariſon , 
knowledge puffteth up , but 
Charity edifies, that is, 
buildeth up : The increaſe 
of the one being to lick- 
neſs 3 of the other, to ſtrength 
and uſe. Almighty God is 
himſelf one 5 has piven us 
one Mediator between him- 
ſelf and men, the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus. There 1s likewiſe but 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
Common Hope 3; and all 
_ Chriſtians he has made one 
by the neareſt _ of Uaity, 
to 
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to be Members of . the ſame 
Body, under Jeſus Chriſt the 
Head. _ And certainly we 
have little value for our 
Profeſſion , little ſenſe of our 
Saviours honour, or of our 
own duty and concern , if. 
we make a rupture here , 
and break through all thoſe 
bonds of Unity, preferring 
a party beyond the whole, 
and the Being of Paul , Apol- 
los, or Cephas , rather than of 
Chriſt. 

SeF. 37. Next unto Cha- 
rity I eſteem Juſtice, which 
is a Duty ſo ſacred , that my 
Alms 1s robbery without it 5 
The beſt aGtions which are 
founded . 1n injury , being 
but ſuch Sacrifices, as were 

| oftered 
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offered an Tophet ,. where 
murder was the. , Obla. ? 


lation, 
SeF. 38, A molt common, | 
but yet certain kind of 1n- 
Juſtice, is the non-payment of 
Debts 3 A Theft, which has {| 
generally this aggravation;,, |. 
that breach of Faith and 
Promiſe is. annext to it. I 
therefore rather want , than 
borrow any thing , :which I 
am not. certainly enabled to 
pay 5 And do rather un- 
dergo any inconventence , 
than fail of being - punctual 
to my Engagements , whe- 
ther they be .the ſtanding -: 
ones, of Rent unto my Land- | 
lord, and payment of Com- 
mon Rates 3 or accidental 
Ones, 


| 
| 
| 
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ones , of payments-at day 
upon chaffer or bargaining , 
or other Obligation by Bogad 
or Specialty 3 And to this end 
am very ſparing in under- 
taking any thing 1n reference 
to the future, as not know- 
ing what a day may bring 
forth. | 

SeF. 39. Among my Debts 
I reckon that moſt incumbent 
duty of doing all the good I 
can to all perſons, with whom 
I have to do; eſteeming it a 
great unkindneſsto my elf as 
well as to my Neighbour, to 
forfeit the benefit and ad- 
vantage of doing a good 
turn 3 but a plain injuſtice 
towards God, who has made 


us Stewards and Diſpenſers 
F of 
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of his g6od things 3 and will 
puniſh the- laying up our Ta- 
lent in the Napkin , as if we 
had laviſht 1t away 1n riot and 
exceſs. _ 

SeF. 40. The ſhort and 
ſtanding Rule both of Juſtice 
and Charity , I take to be 
the doing to others , what- 
{oever we would have done 
to our ſelves : Than which 
nothing can be more equal, 
and nothing more applicable 
upon all emergent Accidents ; 
every the meaneſt Capacity 
knowing its own deſires and 
expectations, and thereby 
alſo its own Duty 3 for in- 
ſtance, if I in my extremity 
would not be deſtituted , let 
me ſee I never turn my face 
from 
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from any poor man : If I de- 
fire my ſelf to be plainly and 
Chriitianly told of my mi- 
ſtakes and miſadventures, let 
me be ſo true - to the Fame 
and Reformation of my 
Neighbour , as not to tell o- 
thers, but the offenders them» . 
ſelves only of their faults and 
failings : IF I am not well 
pleaſed to be born down 
with loudneſs, 1impudence and 
confidence, let me never go 
about to baffle, amaze, and 
ſtun any body elſe. If I am 
grieved'to be made ſtory and 
Town-talk, let me do nothin 
towards making any man elſe 
fo, &c. 
| SeF. 41. The payment of 
Tythes ſeems , I know , ge- 
oo nerally 


F174 The Plain Bans way 

nerally a great burthen , but 
I eſteem it a great priviledge. 
It was the Villany of Cain to 
offer unto God the worſt of 
his increaſe 3 but he muſt be 
a ſtrange Wretch , who 
grudges the offering even of 
that. Upon reading of the 
Scripture I eaſily diſcern , 
that the Jews in their firſt 
and ſecond Tythings , their 
firſt Fruits, their Caſual- ex- 
piations for legal impurities 
( not to reckon their fin of- 


ferings and free Oblations 


and Vows, as allo the Cities 
with their Territories belong- 
ing to the Prieſts and other 
Attendants upon the Altar ) 
made a far more liberal diſ- 
poſal of their goods for Gods 

Service, 


_- 
' 
; 
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Service. than is now expeted 
from us Chriſtians. And yet 
the Apoſtle ſays , that under 
the Evangelical Diſpenſatian , 
as well as the Jewiſh 3 They 
- that wait.at the Altar , were 
to live of the Altar. And, 
however we think the mean- 
neſt, moſt ſordid pittance 
enough for them, he reſolves 
them worthy , not only of 
ſingle, but double honour. 
In ſhort, ſeeing God gives me 
all, and requires a tenth, it 
muſt be a great baſeneſs in me 
to refuſe him that. The 
meer munificence of Bene- 
factors gave them to God and 
his Church 3 The Law of 
the Land has made them the 
[1heritance of the Church 3 

& 2 No. 
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No man ever purchaſed: the 
Propriety : No man pays Reat 
for that , with his other nine 
parts 3 ſo that I muſt be inju- 
rious to God and Man, and 
therewith to my own Soul, fo 
far as Theft and Sacriledge can 
make me , if I withhold my 
Tythes. | 

SeF. 42. In making bar- 
gains I avoid all Art and Sub- 
tlety 3 neither ditcommend 
what I would buy , nor praiſe 
What I would ſell; much leſs 

tell lies, or, what is the worſt 
of robberies , uſing falſe 
weights or meaſures, moſt 
juſtly ſtyled an Abomination 
to God. 

SeF. 43. My vocation be- 
ing Huſbandry , I wholly ap- 


ply 


OTA 
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ply my ſelf to it 3 knowing 
well , that , ſince -I am no 
Stateſman , it 1s not for me 
to trouble my head with 
State-affairs, or pick quar- 
rels with my Superiours , 
whom Chriſtianity commands 
me to obey and pray for. 
And fince I am no Divine , 
I may nat take upon me to 
determine of Queſtions in Re- 
ligion, or to controul the Mi- 
nilter, who is oyer me in the 
Lord. 

SeF. 44. Being Maſter of 
my own Family only , I may 


not meddle with the tran(- 


ations 1n my Neighbours 
but muſt make a great Ac- 
count at the Day of Judg- 
ment for my felf and thoſe 

F 4 depend- 
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depending on me 3 and there- 
fore need not clog my ſelf 
with other unconcerning 
Reckonings. In my own Fa- 
mily indeed am bold to ſee, 
that all live according to 
their Condition 3 not ſuffer- 
ing my Sons to be dreſs't up 
with Ribbands and Baubles, 
fitter for my Fore Horſe, 
than them 5 nor my Daugh- 
ters to be Hooded in Black- 
bags, or ſpruc'd up with 
Scarffs and Laces, as if they 
were not to ſel] their But- 
ter and Cheeſe, but them- 
ſelves at the Market. I know 
well that they , . who are ſol- 
licitous for their outſide , 
have generally very little 
eare for their better part 
within 3 
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within 3 and it 1s moſt cer- 
tain , that the next thing to 
Vanity , 1s Vice ; Extrava- 
gance in one kind multiply- 
ing 1t ſe}f to others, and end- 
ing at the Ilaſt in the moſt 
open irregularities. Nor is 
it a wonder , ſo many Farm- 
ers now adays ſhould break, 
and throw up their bar- 
amy » fince there are ſo 
ew , Who live as Farmers 
ſhould do, with tnduſtry and 


__ thrift. 


SeF. 45. And whilſt I ad- 
here to my Calling, without 
departing from it, and avoid 
the diverſions of medling in 
the vocations or concerns of 
others 3 I alſo decline , as 


much as honeſtly I may, 
theſe 
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theſe more legal Avocation? 
of . being imployed as a Pa” 
riſh- Officer, a Conſtable, Ty: 
thing-man , Church-Warden» 
and the like. Where, be- 
ſides the trouble and ex- 
pznce of the Employment , 
there is a great hazard of 
diſplealing my Neighbours , 
and a preater of offending 
Almighty God, for in them [I 
mult take a Corporal Oath 
to preſent all miſdemeanours 
and offences , that come to 
my knowledge 3 who keep 
diſarders in their Houſes 3 
who frequent ſuch places 3 
who abſent themſelves from 
Divine Service 3 and 1n a 
time, when there are ſo ma- 
ny Papiſts, fo many Fana- 
ticks, 


' 
| 
[1 


— 
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ticks, Atheiſts, and Drun- 
kards in every Townſhip 
and Pariſh , it is impoſbble 
with any pretence to truth 
or common honeſty , to bring | 
in the uſual return , that all 
things are well and in good 
order. Not many years 
ſince , | was choſen Church- 
Warden , and ſeeing that 
there was no remedy , but 
ſerve I muſt (it being juſt I 
ſhould bear my ſhare of bur- 
dens; ) The firſt thing I did, 

was to declare openly , that 
I would return all perſons 
without favour or conn1- 
vence, according to my Ar- 
ticles. Nor was I worſe than 


my word ; preſenting the 


rich as well as the poor, 
the 
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the Popiſh and prophane as 
well as Fanatick Recuſant : | 
And was for my pains rail'd f 
at as a buſie , (trait-lac'd Hy- 
pocritical Rogue, an Un- 
neighbourly, troubleſom Fel- 
low , with a great deal of 
the like i] Language. But 
notwithſtand , I live, I 
thank God, (till, and am as 
| well thonght on in the Pa- 
riſh, as thoſe, who for quiet- 
neſs ſake, forfwore them- 
| ſelves, and choſe rather to 
F partake of other mens fins , 
| than of their diſpleaſure or 
1] will. 

Se. 46, But with much 
(| more willingneſs I undertook 
3 the Office of Overſeer of 
the Poor, and the conſtant {| 

trouble | 


' 

i 

; 

[ 

f 
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trouble which went with itz 
conſidering that , ſince by 


reaſon of my low condition , 


I had little means of being 
charitable and contributing 
to the relief of thoſe , that 
were in diſtreſs; I had the 
greater obligation , not to be 
ſparing of my care and pains 
in their behalf. And one par- 
ticular way , wherein I did 
befriend them , was , to pay 
the ſeveral allowances pun- 
Qually at the weeks end; for 
[ obſerved that diſappoint- 
ment of a day or two was 
a great oppreſſion to them , 
who had only from hand to 
mouth , and who muſt either 
beg or (teal, if they happened 
not to haye their relief. at 
the 
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the time., when it was due 5 
and therefore I rather wanted 
money my ſelf, or borrowed 
it for them , than ſee them 
lack. And, when I conſider 
that the proceeding of the 
Day of Judgment is deſcribed 
by our Saviour, as depending 
upon the having fed the hun- 
pry, cloathed the naked, and 
viſited the fick and otherwiſe 
diſtrefled 3 I cannot but re- 
ſolve it of exceeding great 
importance, to be enabled to 
make a Plea to the perfor- 
mance of thefe Duties : The 
having not done them to our 
Neighbour , being by our 
Lord expreſly ſaid, The Re- 
fulal of them uato him him- 
(elf. 


Sed. .- 


| 
4 
| 
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SeF. 47. Though hitherto 
I have 1n many words given 
an account of my own Adti- 
ons and Concernments, which 
may juſtly lay me open to 
the charge of Impertinence 


| and Folly ( The ſpeaking of 


ones ſelf being generally an 
effect of want of Wit: ) Yet, 
if I find any good done by 
this Attempt, I have ſome 
other things to offer to m 
Generation. For I moſt wil- 
lingly profeſs, I am a Fool ; 
and , if I fee cauſe, will yet 
further be a Fool, for Chriſt 
his ſake , and for the good 
of his little Ones. And 
thinking it reaſonable that 
the diſcourſings of an un- 
learned man, ſhould have the 
ſame 
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ſame eff2t among thoſe of 
the ſame Level , as the rea- 
ſo:11ngs of great Clerks among 
Scholars 3 and hoping that 
God , who +magnifhies his 
ſtrength in weakneſs, may 
give a bleſſing to my ſlender 
endeavour 3 I cannot repent 
of the trouble I have given 
my (ſelf in this Adventure, 
till [ (hall diſcern it utterly 
unuſeful to Plain Country- 
men , ſuch as I am, and for 
whom , if not only, yet 
chiefly , it was deſigned. In 
the mean time, I hope Al- 
mighty God will accept the 
W1ll for the Deed, and for- 
give the failing , not only of 


this writing, but of my whole | 


life too, The which Prayer 
| l 


u 
| 
| 
| 
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I have reaſon with the great- 
er fervency to make, being 
now drawing towards my 
long home , and ſpeedily to 
render an account of 'what- 
ever has been done or omit- 
ted by me, fince I came into 
the World. At which great 
Day , it will not be inquired 
how Rich , or how Honour- 
able, but how Religious and 
Honeſt I have been 3 nor ſo 


much how Prudentially , as 


how Piouſly , Juſtly, and 
Soberly I have, lived. God 
orant I may then appear 
faithful in the Huſbandry of 
that Talent, which hath been 
committed 'to © my "Truſt; 
That , though I am an un- 


profitable Servant , yet way 


G detets. 


